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Retail

PRIVATE PUBLIC



Consumption

PRIVATE SPACES PUBLIC SPACES



Evidence Review

non-problematic

impact gambling behaviour

use and/or abuse 

impairment & intoxication: 



Non-Problematic

high school students 

low-risk have used cannabis

aged 18-29 

“subsyndromal” current cannabis users

university students 

social use cannabis monthly



Cannabis Consumption

did 

not impact performance on 

a gambling task.

more 

sensitive to both monetary 

rewards and losses.

greater gambling qty, 

frequency, negative 

consequences, and 

problem severity.



Alcohol Consumption 

risk effects of alcohol on gambling

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Problem Gambling

50% of PGs 

(36% vs. 15%)

52+ days/year

52% of problem gamblers 56% of pathological 

gamblers 28% of non-gamblers.

Young Adults

Adults
33% of pathological gamblers 

14% 17%



Problem Gambling

63.4%

(60.1%)

2-5% 

9-33%.

increased by a factor of over 23



Operator Perspective: 

Impairment
according to the law

Intoxication

more severe state 

→

→ legally impaired user may not necessarily be intoxicated



Operator Perspective: 



Two systematic reviews 17

• increased risk of crash

+/- 2x 

•

Canadian study 

• increased risk of dying in a car crash 5x

• 40x

Updated evidence review Canadian Drug Policy Coalition 

comparable to those of driving with a BAC < 0.5 g/L



Evidence Summary

already gambling under the 

influence of cannabis

arguably less severe than effects of 

alcohol on gambling

similar to that of other legal substances

may be minimal



2017

2018

2019

Jan: 

Jul: 

Jan: 

Mar: 

consumption and sales should be 

banned

Apr: amends reg’n

to include people 

impaired by drugs

May: 

Aug: 



to include people impaired by drugs



Where does this leave operators?



Operator Policies



The “Science” of Cannabis Impairment



Per se law 

•

•



- American Automobile Association Foundation for Traffic Safety



Standard Field 

Sobriety Test
Oral Fluid Screen Drug Recognition Expert 

(DRE)

Blood Test

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Cannabis & Social Justice



The Future of Legal Cannabis


